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Case 6:25-cv-00219 Documentl Filed 02/10/25 Page 1 of 49 PagelD 1

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
ORLANDO DIVISION

JOHN DOE I, an individual
proceeding by pseudonym; JOHN
DOE 11, an individual proceeding by
pseudonym; and JOHN DOE 111, an
individual proceeding by pseudonynf; | CASE NO. 6:25-¢v-219

Plaintiffs, JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

PARVIZ SABETI, an individua;

Defendant.
COMPLAINT
INTRODUCTION
1. This is a civil action for compensatory and punitive damages against

Parviz Sabeti (“Defendant Sabeti”, “Sabeti” or “Defendant”), a top official with
Sazman-e Ettela'at va Amniyat-e Keshvar' (“SAVAK?”), an intelligence

organization and the secret police of the government of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi,

the former Shah of Iran (the “Shah™), for his role in Plaintiffs’ torture.

! In English this translates to the “Intelligence and Security Organization of the Country and/or
the Bureau for Intelligence and Security of the State.”
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3. All Plaintiffs were detained by members of SAVAK and/or the
Committee for perceived crimes and tortured through beatings, whippings, stress
positions, and more. Some Plaintiffs were electrocuted, hung by their wrists,
forced to use the “Apollo” (a torture device reportedly invented by SAVAK),

and/or had weights hung from their genitals.
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e Defendant is widely recognized as an architect of the
institutionalization of torture in Iran, including the use of forced public
recantations obtained through torture, a practice developed under his tenure and
rapidly expanded and employed by the Islamic Republic of Iran today. By
absorbing and adapting SAVAK, the Islamic Republic of Iran built upon and
continued a legacy of torture and rule through terror developed by Defendant and

the agency he served.
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6. At all relevant times, the Defendant planned, supervised and
advocated for the arrest, detention and the extended torture of perceived political
opponents of the Shah’s repressive regime — frequently merely artists, writers,
playwrights, and students — in violation of laws against torture and crimes against
humanity. Defendant used violence and intimidation as a means of maintaining

political power. Plaintiffs were among his many victims.
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4 On information and belief, Defendant has spent the last four decades
out of the public eye, concealing his whereabouts and identity. In 2023, mass
demonstrations in Iran appeared poised to overthrow the Islamic Republic and
spurred debates about the future of the country. In this climate, Defendant
reemerged in the public and political arena, including producing a seven and half

hour documentary defending his tenure in SAVAK.

24. Defendant is reported to have fled Iran in 1978. On information and
belief, Defendant Sabeti and his wife undertook active measures to conceal their

identities and whereabouts after leaving Iran.

D99 515 ool Jgimo 45 391 STglus pgms 0,10) atiy g STglus yy o ygleo wiio 1978 G 1972 JLu
Flojlwdir 6319 09,5 Sy dineS (0] 13,5 Cawois (5,041,500 S il dineS ) lgne ) (oo (WU g
lilo oge 1y ol 35 gl liod 3 lallie 51 (o192 5L 9 il adnbi g w0 STl Jold a5 0

26. From 1972-1978, Defendant was a Deputy Director of SAVAK and
head of SAVAK’s Third Division, tasked with internal security.

27. Defendant also served as Chairman for the Komiteh Moshtarak—the
Joint Committee to Fight Terrorism or the Joint Anti-Sabotage Committee (the

“Committee”y—a multiagency task force that included SAVAK and was tasked

with the arrest and interrogation of dissidents and political opponents of the Shah’s

regime.
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31. Plaintiffs allege that Defendant Sabeti exercised responsibility over,
commanded, conspired with, and aided and abetted subordinates in the Third
Division and the Committee, to commit acts of torture; crimes against humanity;
subject detainees (including Plaintiffs) to cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or

punishment; arbitrary detentions, and cover ups to those abuses.
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33. Mohammad Reza Pahlavi ruled as the Shah of Iran from 1941 to 1979
(the “Shah”). He transitioned from a figurehead monarch to a dictator of an
authoritarian regime with absolute power following the 1953 coup of Prime
Minister Mohammad Mossadegh. From 1953 to 1979, Pahlavi instituted
authoritarian rule in Iran, limiting civil and political freedoms, instituting one party
rule, and establishing a national secret police known as the Sazman-e Ettela'at va

Ampniyat-e Keshvar (“SAVAK?).
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34. SAVAK functioned both as an intelligence agency and security force,
with functionally unlimited power to censor the media, screen applicants for
government jobs, and use all means necessary to hunt down and persecute
dissidents. SAVAK played the role of police, prosecutor, and magistrate in Iran,

as recognized by the U.S. Department of State.
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35.  Throughout the 1970s, SAVAK committed gross human rights abuses
against political dissidents throughout the country. This included the systematic
use of torture, arbitrary and prolonged executions, and extrajudicial killings. This
deliberate reign of state terror reached its peak during Defendant’s tenure as Chief
of SAVAK’s Third Division, from 1972 to 1978 as a direct result of Defendant’s

actions as chief.
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38. Inresponse to opposition to the Shah’s regime, the Joint Anti-
Sabotage Committee (the “Committee”) was established in 1972, directed by the

Third Division of SAVAK. The Committee, which Defendant led, was a
multiagency task force that included SAVAK, the military, the local police and the

gendarmerie. A majority of its employees were members of SAVAK.

39. The Committee was tasked with identifying potential threats to the

regime and initiated a broad campaign to arrest and interrogate anyone perceived
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40.  This shift included the development of specific torture techniques

associated with the Committee. As Ervand Abrahamian documents: “Brute force

Case 6:25-cv-00219 Document1  Filed 02/10/25 Page 10 of 49 PagelD 10

was supplemented with the bastinado; sleep deprivation; extensive solitary
confinement; glaring searchlights; standing in one place for hours on end; nail
extractions; snakes (favored for use with women); electrical shocks with cattle
prods, often into the rectum; cigarette burns; sitting on hot grills; acid dripped into
nostrils; near-drownings; mock executions; and an electric chair with a large metal
mask to muffle screams while amplifying them for the victim. This latter
contraption was dubbed the Apollo—an allusion to the American space capsules.

Prisoners were also humiliated by being raped, urinated on, and forced to stand

naked.”?
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44. SAVAK was wholly responsible for “investigating” detainees and
preparing the prosecutor’s case for trial, without any independent oversight, thus

effectively serving as the police, prosecutor, and magistrate.

47.  On information and belief, at all relevant times Defendant Sabeti
possessed and exercised effective command and control over the security apparatus
of Iran, including the Third Division of SAVAK and the Committee, and approved

the torture of thousands of Iranian citizens including Plaintiffs.
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48. Defendant began his career with SAVAK in 1959, working as a
security analyst within the Third Division which was responsible for internal
security.

49. In 1964, Defendant was appointed as a National Security Advisor to
the Prime Minister.

50. By 1972, Defendant had ascended to the head of the Third Division
and was a Deputy Director of SAVAK. In this position, Sabeti reported to General

Ne’matollah Nasiri, the head of SAVAK, who reported directly to the Shah.

39 318 s W SUw 33 9 (s aded yud 51 (S lgie 4 00 ywS job 4y lguuai 090 Jgb 3o (U pgp— aice

L Sbojlwais aiws SO wldos 90,5 0 (Bailoyd 1) Sswl o8 9 Fledbl fow y o 45 0l oo axSUl ol s 3
D35 o0 Syl [ HoulS ywlpw y0 lAlle 535 9 (295 3L (5 s LS

Ol g o) (510 o 3 i yud 51 (SO lghe 4 ly (S0l el 31 s ol Rl lare b bew 1 gusuw (JLe (sl
] 00 35 S gt W yud G| O yguo jo 098U



52.  During his tenure, Defendant was widely recognized as one of the
most powerful and feared men in the Shah’s regime, commanding both intelligence
and security personnel, and overseeing the operations of a multi-agency committee
with the authority to apprehend, interrogate and prosecute opponents throughout

the country.

53.  For example, a CIA document entitled “Iran After the Shah” lists
Sabeti as one of the most powerful men in Iran and a potential successor should

there be a transition.*
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56. Defendant’s term with SAVAK’s Third Division and Committee, was
characterized by the brutal treatment of dissidents and opponents, the systematic
use of torture at facilities run by the Committee, and the use of torture to obtain
forced recantation from dissidents.

61. On information and belief, Defendant personally directed and
supervised the interrogators involved in the interrogation and torture of Plaintiffs,
including Mohammad Ali Shabani (alias Hosseini ), Manouchehr Vazifekhah
(alias Manouchehri), Mohammad Hassan Nasseri (alias Azodi), Armanm, and

Deghan.
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62.  On information and belief, Defendant was aware of and approved the

use of torture within Committee facilities and by SAVAK personnel. On

information and belief, Defendant oversaw a vast network of intelligence and
information collection that provided him with specific reports on Committee
facilities and the status of detainees, including their inhumane treatment. On

information and belief, Defendant instructed subordinates to torture detainees.
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66.  Sabeti has previously been accused of directly participating in the
interrogation and torture of political dissidents. Mehdi Rezai, a political prisoner,
recounted his torture by SAVAK in open court and accused Sabeti of having

urinated in his mouth. Audio recordings of Rezai’s trial and his statements in court

made headlines in Iran and have recently resurfaced online.
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70.  On information and belief, Defendant Parviz Sabeti was the chief
torturer of the Shah’s authoritarian regime. On information and belief, all the
torture teams of the police, the Committee, and the SAVAK were under

Defendant’s control and they all carried out his direct commands.
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110. On information and belief, both Defendant Sabeti and his wife used
various aliases with respect to their first and last names while living in the United
States in an effort to conceal their identity and whereabouts. On information and
belief, Defendant Sabeti even obtained power of attorney from numerous
individuals in order to conduct business transactions under names not his own,

thereby further concealing his identity.
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111. After leaving Iran in 1978, Defendant’s identity was the subject of
rumor in the Iranian community until February 11, 2023 when a photo of
Defendant publicly appearing in the United States was posted on the social media

network Twitter, now rebranded as X.

113. Following this event Defendant for the first time appeared on

television in a five-part documentary detailing his life. Shortly after this interview
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116. Upon the removal of the Shah from power in 1979, the newly formed
Islamic Republic of Iran took apprehended some members of the former regime,
including some high-ranking officials associated with SAVAK. However, on

information and belief, rather than eliminating SAVAK, the Islamic Republic

effectively rebranded it as a new security entity Sazman-E Ettela’at Va Amniat-E

Melli-E Iran (“SAVAMA”).
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118. On information and belief, SAVAMA contained many of the same
staff members and senior leaders as SAVAK, thereby functionally continuing
SAVAK’s reign of terror. The appointment of General Hossein Fardust, a former
Deputy Director for SAVAK, as the head of SAVAMA exemplifies the
collaboration between former SAVAK personnel and the Islamic Republic.

119. Moreover, on information and belief, members of SAVAK were also

integrated into Iran’s intelligence system.
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121. The Islamic Republic has continued SAVAK’s policy of repression,
censorship, torture and executions. It is well documented that the Islamic Republic

has perpetrated the same abuses as SAVAK: many political dissidents and activists

in Iran continue to be improperly detained; tortured; subjected to various cruel,
inhumane, or degrading treatment; and convicted through sham trials. The use of
violence and intimidation by the Islamic Republic and its supporters against
Iranian political dissidents and activists abroad has been well documented. On
information and belief, the Islamic Republic has assassinated some such dissidents

abroad.
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130. Reza Pahlavi, the son of the former Shah is the leader of the
Monarchist faction of Iranians. During the last several years Mr. Pahlavi has been
accused by members of the Iranian diaspora of collaborating with elements within
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”) (a branch of the Iranian Armed
Forces) and promising members of Iran’s security forces amnesty in exchange for

collaboration.

0u5 (53508 [0 5,] ynds add3o o9 i eten” 1S (Gokty Ly 028 (Ll ol JUIS 62017 Jlws 50 slanslan o
09 bl 092 g0 oollhiand g (LolliS glag S

U aps &l "Ly (rmondi” (G955 w255 50 (ol (59 &t Sl Jilo oS 00,5 5ol surio slaanslian 55 (solee
By9] Cewd a5 1y LT 6,500

ol ol 31 (g polis b 959dS g bLS,1 50 wiS (oo ool 45 00,5 (cogae OB (rron solig



131. Ina2017 interview with the Israeli channel i24, Reza Pahlavi said:
“The most important component of this [regime] change would be the tacit

cooperation of the existing military and paramilitary forces.”!"

133. Pahlavi has further made public statements claiming that he is in
communication and dialogue with elements of the IRGC. Pahlavi has also
“advocated for national reconciliation efforts to reintroduce low and mid-level

members of the Ayatollahs’ apparatus into any post-transition society.”!?
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134. Ina 2019 interview with Voice of America Persian Service, Pahlavi
appealed to security elements within the military, and IRGC, and claimed that
“they are the ones who will inherit the future Iran.”"3

135. Elements within the Monarchist movement in the United States and

Europe have expressed hostility towards pro-democracy opposition groups that call
for the establishment of a democratic Republic in Iran. They have disrupted the

speeches of opposition figures and demanded that they profess “Long Live the

Shah” in their speeches.
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138. On information and belief, Defendant Sabeti has been involved with
Iranians seeking to restore the Monarchy to Iran. His daughter is on the advisory
council for The National Union for Democracy in Iran, an organization affiliated
with the Monarchist movement in the United States. On information and belief,
Defendant Sabeti is reported to have served as a “chief advisor” to Reza Pahlavi,

the son of the late Shah of Iran."?
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139. During the last decade, on information and belief, Defendant has also
been associated with individuals that have alleged ties to the IRGC. The
collaboration between Defendant and individuals affiliated with the IRGC provides
a reasonable basis for fear by Plaintiffs who are ordinary Iranian dissidents

residing abroad.
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140. On information and belief, Defendant was also involved in arms

procurement for the Islamic Republic during the Iran Contra scandal.




